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THE NEED FOR AN ADULT BASIC EDUCATION CENTER IS 
ILLUSTRATED BY STATISTICS ON ILLITERACY IN THE UNITED STATES 

FROM THE 19G0 census, eleven percent of acults were 

FUNCTIONALLY ILLITERATE aNB NEARLY 2.3 MILLION HAD NEVER BEEN 
ENROLLED IN A SCHOOL. CONCERN TO ERADICATE ILLITERACY IN 
OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD IS SHOWN IN UNESCO'S RESOLUTION AND 
AMERICA'S PRIVATE AND GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR THE CAUSE. 

WITHIN THE UNITED STATES* HOWEVER* ONLY A SPORADIC ATTACK HAD 
BEEN MADE ON UNDEREDUCATION UNTIL THE MID 196CS. 

CONGRESSIONAL ACTS HAVE PROVIDED FOR ADULT BASIC EDUCATION 
AND SEVERAL STATES HAVE SET UP PROGRAMS. THERE IS URGENCY FOR 
SPECIAL LITERACY MATERIALS AND THERE SHOULD BE COOPERATION 
BETWEEN PUBLISHERS AND SCHOOL SYSTEMS. THE OFFICE OF 
EDUCATION HAS RECOGNIZED THE NEED FOR A CENTER TO DEVELOP AND 
DISTRIBUTE MATERIALS ANB IS CONSIDERING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION CENTERS. THE PROPOSED CENTER IN 
SYRACUSE. NEW YORK. COULD CARRY OUT RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS AND COLLECT AND DISTRIBUTE EXISTING MATERIALS. IT 
COULD WORK CLOSELY WITH EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL AGENCIES IN 
THE COMMUNITY AND COORDINATE THEIR ACTIVITIES WITH THOSE OF 
OTHER AGENCIES IN THE STATE AND COUNTRY. CRT! 
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INTRODUCTION 



For some time consideration has been given to the establishment of an adult 
basic education center in Syracuse. The plan was given impetus in December , 
1966, when ECCO sponsored a one-day conference on adult basic education for 
the purpose of exploring the possibilities of a curriculum materials development 
center. During the conference, the plan was expanded by a consideration of the 
international involvement of basic education programs. The conference 
considered the answers to the questions: 

1. is it desirable to establish a clearinghouse for materials 
being published for basic education which would both collect 
and evaluate materials? 

2. Could the center conduct research in 2he development and 
field testing of standardized tests which may be used specifically 
for adult illiterates ? 

3« Could the center become involved in international literacy 
programs if the need presents Itself? 

The conferees reached two conclusions: 

1 , That the group attending the conference form an advisory 
cor?cil for this project and any other projects in adult basic 
education undertaken by ECCO. 

2 • That ECCO make application to the props* authorities for a 
special grant to draw up plans for a center. To do this, the 
conferees felt, would require the conduct of a full-scale survey 
of current program in basic education in the suggested program 
areas. 

This study is the result of the recommendation of the conferees. It is not 

final for it is based upon a limited set of observations and is in a continuing 

w -te of revision. It may help, however, to give direction to the advisory 

committee in its further deliberations. 

ill 
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I. The Need for Adult Basic Education 
A. Scope of Illiteracy 

It has been known for a long time that illiteracy is prevalent in some parts of 
the world. Children learn about illiteracy in Africa and Asia through Social Studies 
classes. Newspaper readers encouhter stories about it. Television viewers watch 
programs dramatizing the problem. Educational researchers worry about its tremen- 
dous scope. Travelers experience its results. It has been estimated that 
700,000,000 people, half of the world's adult population, have never attended 
school; 75% of these live in Asia, 15% in Africa, 4% in Europe and 6% in North 
and South America. 1 Table I illustrates this point dramatically. 

The United States has one of the most advanced and democratic public school 
systems known. Presumably the products of this system should be among the 
most literate anywhere. The 1960 census, however, with newly inserted questions 
concerning education, startled the population of the United States into facing up 
to a new view of itself. The analysis of the answers to the question, "How many 
years did you attend school? " made even the computer blink. 

Ten million adults , 1 1% of the adult population of the United States, were in 



v 1 Paul C. Berg, "Illiteracy at the Crossroads", in Drank W. Lannlng and 
Wesley A. Many, Basic Education for Disadvantaged Adults , (New York; 
Houghton Mifflin, 1966), p. 47. 



TABLE I 



Percentage of Illiterates Among Adults, Aged 15 Years and Over 





1950 


1960 


Africa 1 


80-83% 


78-83% 


America 


21-25 


18-20 


Asia and Oceania 2 


67-71 


53-57 


Arab Countries 


82-87 


79-83 


Europe and USSR 


6-10 


3-7 




40-45% 


38-43% 



* Excluding Sou th Africa 

^Excluding China , North Korea and North Vietnam 

Ref: Plovd Shack lock. World Literacy Manual . (New York: Committee 
on World Literacy and Christian Literature# 1967)# p# 6# 



reality# functional illiterates# 2 Technically# according to the Bureau of Census 
definition# a functional illiterate is any person# aged 25 or over# who has not 
gone beyond the fifth grade# 3 A valid working definition# however# is a person 
who cannot hold a job because he lacks the necessary educational and technical 
skills# who# for example# cannot read signs or write his name# 

Of the ten million functional illiterates Identified# 2 #299 #000 had never been 



2 Ibid . . p# 48# 

3 Ibid., p. 47. 



